
RDTC report: Monthly Financial Headlines

Summary Period: April to June 2026

Selected Profile: National Regions

Selected Organisation: England

Organisation

East of England

London

Midlands

North East and Yorkshire

North West

South East

South West

England

Cost Growth %

● Cost Growth % varied between North East and Yorkshire at 7.78% and South East at 0.78% and 0 of the Commissioning Region in National Regions recorded negative growth

● 5 of the Commissioning Region recorded Cost Growth % values below the national average of 7.26%.

Cost Growth (£)

● Cost Growth (£) varied between Midlands at £40.1M and South East at £3.3M

● England recorded a cost growth (£) of £189.6M

Item Growth %

● Item Growth % varied between London at 3.63% and South East at -4.70% and only 1 of the Commissioning Region in National Regions recorded negative growth

● 6 of the Commissioning Region recorded Item Growth % values below the national average of 2.10%.

Cost per ASTROPU

● Cost per ASTROPU varied between North East and Yorkshire at 13.00 and London at 10.09

● 4 of the Commissioning Region recorded Cost per ASTROPU values below the national average of 12.12.

Items per ASTROPU

● Items per ASTROPU varied between North East and Yorkshire at 0.46 and South East at 0.32

● 4 of the Commissioning Region recorded Items per ASTROPU values below the national average of 0.39.

Financial Headlines Summary

This report summarises the latest data found within RDTC financial reports, namely the Monthly Financial Headlines, Top 50 BNF Sections and Drugs and Price Concessionary Bulletin. 

For more data and further options to interrogate the data please see the full reports which can be found on the RDTC website or use the links provided to each report below.
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National Regions: Monthly Financial Headlines data summary for April to June 2026
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RDTC report: Top 50 BNF sections and Drugs

Summary Period: April to June 2026

Selected Profile: National Regions

Selected Organisation: England

Organisation

East of England

London

Midlands

North East and Yorkshire

North West

South East

South West

England

Top 50 BNF Sections

● Total spend on the top 50 BNF sections in terms of Actual Cost in England  was £2.5B which accounted for 89.6% of its total spend on the full BNF.

● Cost Growth % varied between South East at 8.54% (£30.7M) and North West at 5.55% (£17.9M) and 0 of the Commissioning Region in National Regions recorded negative growth.

● 2 of the Commissioning Region recorded Cost Growth % values below the national average of 7.63% .

England Top 10 BNF sections by current spend Top 10 BNF sections for cost growth (£) from the top 50 BNF sections by current spend

Section name Total Spend Section name Cost Growth (£)

Drugs used in diabetes                                                                              £489.3M 12.75 5.36 Drugs used in diabetes                                                                              £55.3M 12.75 5.36

Corticosteroids (respiratory)                                                                       £213.0M 5.08 2.20 Hypertension and heart failure                                                                      £22.6M 33.58 2.58

Oral nutrition                                                                                      £121.3M 1.74 0.17 Beta-adrenoceptor blocking drugs                                                                    £15.5M 104.07 2.24

Analgesics                                                                                          £111.8M 11.09 -0.10 Detection Sensor Interstitial Fluid/Gluc                                                            £14.3M 16.86 13.46

Detection Sensor Interstitial Fluid/Gluc                                                            £99.1M 16.86 13.46 Lipid-regulating drugs                                                                              £14.1M 29.33 5.40

Hypertension and heart failure                                                                      £89.8M 33.58 2.58 CNS stimulants and drugs used for ADHD                                                              £12.0M 27.21 35.76

Antiepileptic drugs                                                                                 £72.4M -4.43 2.22 Analgesics                                                                                          £11.2M 11.09 -0.10

Sex Hormones                                                                                        £71.8M 13.41 9.40 Corticosteroids (respiratory)                                                                       £10.3M 5.08 2.20

Anticoagulants and protamine                                                                        £64.9M -11.26 3.42 Sex Hormones                                                                                        £8.5M 13.41 9.40

Lipid-regulating drugs                                                                              £62.3M 29.33 5.40 Diuretics                                                                                           £8.1M 61.99 0.54

Top 50 BNF Drugs

● Total spend on the top 50 BNF drugs in terms of Actual Cost in England  was £1.5B which accounted for 51.8% of its total spend on the full BNF.

● Cost Growth % varied between South East at 15.65% (£31.4M) and North West at 10.31% (£18.0M) and 0 of the Commissioning Region in National Regions recorded negative growth.

● 2 of the Commissioning Region recorded Cost Growth % values below the national average of 13.50% .

England Top 10 BNF drugs by current spend Top 10 BNF drugs for cost growth (£) from the top 50 BNF drugs by current spend

Drug name Total Spend Drug name Cost Growth (£)

Tirzepatide £224.8M 247.84 60.24 Tirzepatide £160.2M 247.84 60.24

Detection Sensor Interstitial Fluid/Gluc £99.1M 16.86 13.46 Detection Sensor Interstitial Fluid/Gluc £14.3M 16.86 13.46

BeclometDiprop/Formoterol £70.0M 3.91 8.08 Bisoprolol fumarate £13.0M 256.99 3.09

Catheters £50.3M 7.55 10.19 Ramipril £11.2M 133.70 2.24

BeclometDiprop/Formoterol/Glycopyrronium (Corticosteroids) £47.8M 10.79 10.34 Aspirin £10.2M 316.51 0.10

Budesonide £44.7M 21.26 22.99 Lisdexamfetamine dimesylate £8.8M 48.99 52.24

Sacubitril/valsartan £43.4M 14.16 15.40 Budesonide £7.8M 21.26 22.99

Edoxaban £41.9M -20.97 -19.62 Co-codamol (Codeine phosphate/paracetamol) £6.8M 48.91 -3.65

Empagliflozin £36.0M -17.94 -15.01 Estradiol £6.2M 21.47 15.21

Estradiol £35.2M 21.47 15.21 Sacubitril/valsartan £5.4M 14.16 15.40
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National Regions: Top 50 BNF sections and drugs data summary for April to June 2026
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RDTC report: Price Concessionary Bulletin - RDTC

Summary Period: April 2026 to August 2026

Selected Profile: National Regions

Selected Organisation: England

Drug name Pack size Months

Bisoprolol 1.25mg tablets 28 5

Sumatriptan 50mg tablets 6 4

Ramipril 1.25mg capsules 28 5

Aspirin 75mg dispersible tablets 28 5

Ezetimibe 10mg tablets 28 3

Apixaban 5mg tablets 56 5

Ramipril 10mg capsules 28 5

Bisoprolol 2.5mg tablets 28 4

Ramipril 5mg capsules 28 5

Dapagliflozin 10mg tablets 28 4

Ramipril 2.5mg capsules 28 5

Progesterone micronised 100mg capsules 30 4

Candesartan 4mg tablets 7 5

Co-codamol 30mg/500mg tablets 100 3

Indapamide 2.5mg tablets 28 3

Apixaban 2.5mg tablets 60 5

Doxazosin 4mg tablets 28 5

Oxytetracycline 250mg tablets 28 5

Erythromycin 250mg gastro-resistant tablets 28 5

Metformin 1g modified-release tablets 56 5

England: Top 20 price concessionary drugs in terms of cost impact (£) April 2026 to August 2026

£1,573,676

£1,389,696

£1,200,931

The table below lists the top 20 drugs in terms of their total cost impact during April 2026 to August 2026. That is the total impact each drug has had for each of the months they have been given price concessionary 

status. The number of months they have appeared on the list over the indicated period is also shown.

£4,688,035

Predicted Cost Impact

Cost Impact (£)

£10,316,969

£9,980,308

£7,612,172

£6,495,588

£4,896,760

● In England the 20 drugs (out of 355 in total) accounting for the highest cost impact over April 2026 to August 2026 totalled £99,236,640 which was 60.2% of the total cost impact for this period.
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In England for the period April 2026 to August 2026 drugs given price concessionary status are predicted to have a cost impact of £164,840,489
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England: 12 month trend chart showing the cost impact (% and £) of changes to price concession status

Price Concession cost impact Total price concession cost impact %

MANAGEMENT IN CONFIDENCE

DO NOT DISCLOSE TO THIRD PARTIES OUTSIDE THE NHS

3 09/09/2026

https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/price-concessionary-bulletin/


Glossary

Cost Growth %: The difference in spend (Actual Cost) between the time period indicated and the same period from the previous financial year expressed as a %

Item Growth %: The difference in the number of items prescribed between the time period indicated and the same period from the previous financial year expressed as a %

Cost per ASTROPU: Total Actual Cost of prescribing for the time period indicated for the whole BNF weighted by Cost based ASTRO-Pus

Items per ASTROPU: Total Items prescribed for the time period indicated for the whole BNF weighted by Item based ASTRO-Pus

Total Spend: The total spend (Actual Cost) for the time period indicated

Cost Growth (£): The difference in spend (Actual Cost) for the time period indicated compared to the same period from the previous financial year

Cost Impact (£): The difference between the spend on each drug when the price concession is applied compared with the spend if the listed Drug Tariff PartVIIIA price was used instead

Cost Impact (%): The difference between the spend on each drug when the price concession is applied compared with the spend if the listed Drug Tariff PartVIIIA price was used instead expressed as a %

References:

ePACT2 | NHSBSA

Price Concessions - Community Pharmacy England

Drug Tariff | NHSBSA

Monthly Financial Headlines

Top 50 BNF sections and Drugs

Price Concessionary Bulletin - RDTC

Log in, or register an account - RDTC

Regional Drug and Therapeutics Centre (Newcastle)

16/17 Framlington place

Newcastle upon Tyne

NE2 4AB

Tel. 0191 213 7855 (office hours)

RDTC resources found at https://rdtc.nhs.uk/

Glossary and References

Forecast Cost Growth %: The difference between the forecast expenditure (outturn) for the current financial year (FY) to date compared with the expenditure (expressed as actual cost) for the same period in the 

previous FY.  For further details on forecast outturn, visit the financial forecasting section of the NHS Business Services Authority’s website

Prescribing Support Email: nuth.nyrdtc.rxsupp@nhs.net
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