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RDTC Focus: New medicines for Alzheimer’s disease 

A new generation of medicines for Alzheimer’s disease is now in development, with two 

monoclonal antibodies expected to be licensed this year. Lecanemab and donanemab 

target the amyloid protein -a component of the plaques that form in the brains of people 

with Alzheimer’s, and aim to help the body break them down.  

If approved, these new medicines will require a large investment from the NHS, not only 

in terms of drug acquisition cost but to increase service capacity to support screening, 

treatment, and monitoring in line with the treatment pathway proposed by NHS England 

(see below). 

RDTC have estimated the financial impact to the North of England and details can be 

found within the Evaluation Report on Disease-modifying therapies for Alzheimer’s 

disease, expected to publish in the first half of July .   

Taken from the NHSE publication “Dementia programme and preparation for new 

Alzheimer’s disease modifying treatments” February 2024. 

Recent publications from the RDTC 

Medicines  Value Bulletin: 

• UPDATED: Metformin 1g instant  
release tablets 

 
Monthly Formulary Amendments: 

• May 2024 
 
Monthly Horizon Scanning:   

• June 2024  
 
Medicines optimisation opportunities 
dashboards  

• Antibacterial (includes SICBL 
data) 

Prescribing Analysis Reports:  
 

• Growth Contrast Tool   
(Apr 2023 - Mar 2024) 

• Price Concession Bulletin  
(May 2024) 

• Monthly Financial Headlines 
(April 2024) 

• Drug Tariff Monitor (April 2024) 

• Top 50 BNF Sections and Drugs 
report  - now produced monthly 
(April 2024, also April 2023—
March 2024 FY report) 

 

http://www.twitter.com/rdtc_rx
file://nuth-fhd01/home36/Departmental Home Drives/K/KaneN/My Documents/Add-in Express
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support/search/?chapter=evaluation-report
Dementia%20programme%20and%20preparation%20for%20new%20Alzheimer’s%20disease%20modifying%20treatments
Dementia%20programme%20and%20preparation%20for%20new%20Alzheimer’s%20disease%20modifying%20treatments
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/budget-impact-of-metformin-1g-immediate-release-tablet-prescribing/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/budget-impact-of-metformin-1g-immediate-release-tablet-prescribing/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/monthly-formulary-amendments-may-2024/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/monthly-formulary-amendments-march-2024/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/monthly-horizon-scanning-report-june-2024/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/monthly-horizon-scanning-report-april-2024/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/antibacterial-mo-opportunities/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/growth-contrast-tool-2/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/growth-contrast-tool-2/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/price-concessionary-bulletin/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/price-concessionary-bulletin/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/monthly-financial-headlines/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/monthly-financial-headlines/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/monthly-financial-headlines/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/drug-tariff-monitor/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/top-50-bnf-sections-and-drugs/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/top-50-bnf-sections-and-drugs/
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Have an idea for a new 
document?  

If you need a report, 
document, or prescribing 
data that we don’t already 
produce, get in touch at  

nuth.nyrdtc.rxsupp@nhs.net 
or tweet us at @RDTC_Rx  

To access formulary decision summaries from your local formulary committee, see: 

• North Yorkshire and York Area Prescribing Committee   

• Greater Manchester Medicines Management Group 

• Humber APC 

• NENC Medicines Committee  

Latest prescribing news from your area 

Meet the RDTC Team 
In each newsletter we are going to introduce one of the members of the RDTC team and 
how they support your work.  
This edition focuses on Principal Pharmacist, Daniel Newsome. 

I have been working as Principal Pharmacist with the 

fantastic team at the RDTC since 2019. 

 

My role is currently supporting medicines decision-

making for the Greater Manchester and North East 

and North Cumbria ICS’, which is through professional 

secretariat work for GMMMG and the Medicines 

Subcommittee. This involves co-ordinating formulary 

applications and managing the entry of new medicines 

including evidence appraisal, developing system-wide 

cost-impact estimates and working with local MO 

teams and specialists to develop pathways and 

guidelines. 

 

I obtained my Masters degree in Pharmacy at the University of Nottingham in 2007 and 

completed my Pre-registration training at the Freeman Hospital before spending 4 years 

as a junior hospital pharmacist. During this time I completed my Clinical Diploma and 

Independent Pharmacist Prescriber qualification and moved to a role in Primary Care 

where I gained experience running clinics for cardiovascular disease prevention and 

treatment, anticoagulation monitoring, and medicines reviews. I then transferred to the 

RDTC after a number of years in a commissioning support role in the North East. 

 

When not at work or dealing with a hectic family life, I can be found out on my bike or 

wearing a pair of running shoes. 

The Medicines Value Bulletin produced by the RDTC in February 2023 has been 

updated to emphasize that there are still significant savings to be made in all Northern 

ICBs in relation to Metformin 1g IR usage. 

 

The high cost of metformin 1g IR tablets means that, despite a relatively small number of 

items prescribed, the cost to the NHS is significant. The table below details the relative 

Drug Tariff price (June 2024) . 

Medicines Optimisation Teams and committees are advised to consider the potential 

cost impact to primary care prescribing budgets based on current prescribing of 

metformin 1g IR tablets.  For example, for every patient taking Metformin 2 g /day 

there would be a yearly saving of £1343.68 if metformin 1g tablets were 

substituted for metformin 2 x 500mg tablets. 

Medicines Value Update:  
Metformin 1 g Instant Release Tablets 

Looking for something?  
Our documents, reports, and 

other useful publications are all 
published on our website 

www.rdtc.nhs.uk  Drafts may be 
available on request  

  Immediate release tablets  

Pack Size DT Price 

Metformin 500mg tablets 2 x 28 £1.32 

Metformin 1g tablets 28 £53.00 

https://yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk/
mailto:nuth.nyrdtc.rxsupp@nhs.net
https://twitter.com/RDTC_Rx/nuth-fnas01/home34/Departmental%20Home%20Drives/U/uhegwue/My%20Documents/Completed%20newsletters
https://northyorkshireccg.nhs.uk/clinical-portal/medicines-and-prescribing/north-yorkshire-and-york-area-prescribing-committee/
https://gmmmg.nhs.uk/meetings/decision-summaries/
https://www.northernlincolnshireapc.nhs.uk/apc-documents/humber-apc-decision-summaries/
https://ntag.nhs.uk/meetings/decision-summaries/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support-document/budget-impact-of-metformin-1g-immediate-release-tablet-prescribing/
http://rdtc.nhs.uk/
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THIS NEWSLETTER IS PRODUCED BY THE NHS FOR THE NHS: 
NOT TO BE USED FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES 

We need YOU! 
We’re always on the lookout for reviewers to comment on our draft publications. If you’re interested email us and we’ll add you to 

our reviewers list.  

Specialise in a particular area?  
We can tailor what we send you for review so that you only receive documents relevant to you 

• Creon 10000 gastro-
resistant capsules, Creon 25000 
gastro-resistant capsules and 
Nutrizym 22 gastro-resistant 
capsules are all unavailable, with 
Creon  anticipated to be back in stock 
in January 2026,  with Nutrizym due 
August 2024. The National Patient 
Safety Alert issued on the 24th May 
can be found here. 

• Psytixol 20mg/1ml and 
40mg/2ml solution for injection 
ampoules are out of stock and 
expected to be available in June 
2026. Flupentixol decanoate 
(Depixol) solution for injection from 
Lundbeck remains available and can 

support an increase in demand.  

• Axsain 0.075% cream  and 
Zacin 0.025% cream  continue to be 
unavailable, with re-supply dates in 
May 2026. Where patients have 
insufficient supplies to last until the 
resupply dates, prescribers should 
refer to local and national treatment 
guidelines for choice of an alternative 
agent, taking into account treatments 
already tried, and reasons for being 
on a topical agent and where topical 
capsaicin is still considered the most 
suitable therapy, consider prescribing 
unlicensed products where 
appropriate.  

 

• Miconazole 20mg/g 
oromucosal SF gel 15 g & 80 g is 
unavailable until January 2025. 
Clinicians should consider prescribing 
nystatin (Nystan) 100,000units/ml 
oral suspension, where appropriate 
OR consider prescribing fluconazole 
capsules or oral suspension for more 
severe infections OR where the 
above are not appropriate seek 
advice from specialists. 

• FemSeven Sequi patches 
are out of stock until January 2025. 
Prescribers are advised to use other 
available HRT products, however 
specialist importers can source 
unlicensed products (lead times may 

Medicines Availability Information 
Details of all national shortages can be found on the SPS website.  

Registration is required. 

For all new and updated NICE guidance, including safety 
alerts, please see our regular  

Monthly Formulary Amendments document 

Dates for your diary:  
RDTC reports, publications, resources demo and Q&A sessions  

We are offering 1 hour MS Teams sessions for NHS colleagues to attend a relaxed demo of RDTC resources. 

We’ll bring a few of the RDTC team; analysts, scientists and pharmacists, you’re welcome to bring a cuppa. 

We aim to spend a third of the session supporting more in-depth discussion of topics of interest and 

answering your questions.  

  

16th July: Medicines safety & population health management: Yellow card reporting, Shared care protocols, 

Medicines optimisation opportunities dashboard (valproate, polypharmacy, opioids, AMR), Comparison tables 

(DOACs), Safer medication use (propranolol), Medicines in practice (oral iron supplements), Antimicrobial 

therapeutic report, Cost comparison charts, Prescribing bulletins (Antibiotic use in children) and Prescribing for 

population health (Antibiotics & AWaRe, Opioids). 

 

18th July:  

• 10—11 am  An Introduction to RDTC reports for staff who are brand new to using them 

• 1– 2 pm  An Introduction to RDTC Resource documents which are especially useful for Medicines 

optimisation / formulary groups. 

 

24th September: Identifying variation across an ICB. 

 

November (date TBC): Tackling low priority prescribing; sharing good practice & RDTC resources.  

 

To book your place and receive your MS Teams link, please email: nuth.nyrdtc.rxsupp@nhs.net  with the details of 

the session(s) you would like to attend. If you are unable to attend on the date/time available but would like to, 

please email to discuss alternative options. 

mailto:nuth.nyrdtc.rxsupp@nhs.net
https://www.cas.mhra.gov.uk/ViewandAcknowledgment/ViewAlert.aspx?AlertID=103253
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/prescribing-available-hrt-products/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/home/planning/medicines-supply-tool/
https://rdtc.nhs.uk/prescribing-support/search/?report=formulary-amendments
mailto:nuth.nyrdtc.rxsupp@nhs.net

