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The RDTC Prescribing Support team would like to offer you
best wishes for the festive season. We look forward to
supporting you through the challenges and opportunities
2022 will bring, as we work together to deliver the pharmacy
and medicines optimisation agenda

Spotlight on RDTC stakeholder reports

Transforming the Specialist 3
Pharmacy Service

Each newsletter we are going to include a few sentences describing one of the types of
RDTC stakeholder level reports that are available as resources to support your work.
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The Monthly Horizon Scanning Document (MHSD) is intended to inform interested
parties within the NHS about new products, significant changes to product licenses, new
NICE guidance, and commissioning decisions that have been made by relevant national
bodies.

UK Product launches

3

With the advent of Brexit, the focus has shifted onto the MHRA licensing process and
the MHSD is evolving to reflect this. We will still continue to report on the decisions
made by the European Medicines Agency (EMA) for the foreseeable future as well as
the increasing novel and new generic products licensed by the MHRA.
However, if there is information you feel is missing or that you and others would benefit
from which could be included in the MHSD, please do let us know! You can email us at
nuth.nyrdtc.rxsupp@nhs.net

@RDTC_Rx

What’s new from RDTC

Publications

Monthly Horizon Scanning:

September & October

Bulletins:

Antimicrobials

Carbon impact

Overprescribing

Evaluation report:

Omalizumab and dupilumab for chronic rhinosinusitis with nasal
polyps
Prescribing Analysis reports

Monthly Financial Headlines
(August 2021)

Price concession bulletin
(October 2021)

Cost Comparison Charts
(October 2021)

Items which should not be
prescribed (21/22 Q1)
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Therapeutic reports with
Q1 2021/22 data:

Antibacterial Drugs

Drugs in Diabetes

Respiratory

Cardiovascular

Drugs in Dementia
Topics in development

New Drug Evaluation:

estradiol spray

bio-identical estradiol
and progesterone


Medicines in Practice:

orodispersible
budesonide for
maintenance of eosinophilic oesophagitis

New NTAG Website
We are pleased to announce the launch of the new Northern Treatment Advisory Group
(NTAG) website, following the successful update of the RDTC and GMMMG websites.
They’ve all been designed to be easier to use, helping you navigate more easily and
quickly to find the content you’re after as well as containing new and improved features
and functionality. We’ve also refreshed how they look and feel.

Have you got a issue
regarding medicines
that you are unable to
answer?
Contact our Medicines
Information Service
0191 2824 631
or email us
We provide a
comprehensive
answering service to
support NHS healthcare
professionals in primary
care deal with clinical
questions across a wide
range of therapeutic,
pharmaceutical and
pharmacological issues
in primary care

The purpose of the NTAG is to advise member commissioning organisations on the
clinical and cost-effectiveness of new and existing treatments, thereby ensuring
equitable access to a clinically defined and appropriate range of treatments for the
relevant patient population.
The geography of NTAG encompasses all CCGs within the North East and North
Cumbria region.
The Northern Treatment Advisory Group has a remit to consider drug and non-drug
treatments such as medical devices and interventional procedures. It is anticipated that
the majority of treatment appraisals undertaken will relate to pharmaceutical treatments.
NTAG will prioritise the following for review:

Drugs which are likely to have significant commissioning issues (very expensive
or require a full pathway review)

Tariff excluded drugs where homecare issues or regional procurement may
require consideration.

High to moderate cost drugs provided via a tertiary centre.
Treatments which are specifically excluded from the remit of the group:

Treatments which are the responsibility of NHS England via specialised
commissioning arrangements, including most cancer drugs and related
treatments.

Treatments for indications which have been subject to a NICE technology
appraisal or for which technology appraisal guidance is expected within six
months of the next scheduled NTAG meeting.
There are several ways you can keep up to date with any changes on the site. By
keeping an eye on the NTAG page or by signing up to the RSS feed feature; this will
allow you to keep up to date on all clinical recommendations issued by NTAG. The
website address continues to be www.ntag.nhs.uk.

Have an idea for a new
document?
If you need a report,
document, or prescribing
data that we don’t already
produce, get in touch at
nuth.nyrdtc.rxsupp@nhs.net
or tweet us at @RDTC_Rx

Intal® asthma inhaler to be discontinued
The asthma preventer inhaler Intal® (sodium cromoglicate) is being discontinued, with
stock expected to be exhausted by the end of January 2022. The inhaler is licensed for
the preventative treatment of bronchial asthma in adults and children.
The Department of Health and Social Care guidance on the discontinuation advises
clinicians to avoid initiating treatment with Intal®, and to review existing treatment plans
to plan alternative therapy. Prescribers should refer to BTS/SIGN asthma
guidance when deciding how to manage patients after they have stopped treatment with
sodium cromoglicate.

New SPS publications
Recently added resources on the SPS website:

Considering the safety and interactions of turmeric including:

Advising patients using turmeric on its adverse effects

Advising patients using turmeric on its potential interactions

Using potassium permanganate for skin conditions or wound care

Use of aqueous cream

Using oral anticoagulants in breastfeeding women

Choosing between oral fidaxomicin options

Using sodium containing medicines appropriately including:

Cold and flu preparations

Diarrhoea and constipation preparations

Medicines for indigestion and gastric disorders

Using miconazole oral gel to treat oral thrush in adults taking a statin

Including more than one medicine in a single Patient Group Direction
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New: SPS Medicines Availability Tool
This new tool brings together all current medicines supply advice from the Medicines Supply
Team at the DHSC and the Commercial Medicines Unit in NHSEI, including anticipated resupply dates and actions to take to manage issues. Access is restricted to NHS users who
have registered with the SPS website. As this is a pilot scheme, the SPS welcome any
feedback to be emailed to them at lnwh-tr.dhscmedicinessupplytool@nhs.net.

Transforming the Specialist Pharmacy Service
From April 2022, the way the NHS Specialist Pharmacy Service (SPS) is structured and commissioned will change. To ensure
maximum benefit and support to patients, the NHS and commissioners the key changes will include:

A new SPS staffing structure, with four heads of function reporting to the Head of Service.

A central allocation model for allocating work across the 4 functions (quality assurance, procurement, medicines
information and medicines use and safety) according to priorities, facilitated by increased matrix working.

Host organisations consolidated to a manageable cohort of around 6 from the current level of 16.

A national head of medicines information who will coordinate workplans and allocate work to 3 or 4 fully funded SPS
regional centres of medicines information.

Aligned work programmes for the national quality assurance and procurement teams, and a field force aligned to the 7
NHSE&I regions. The work will be done once and shared with all regions.

Medicines Availability Information
Atorvastatin (Lipitor ®) 20mg chewable
tablets will be out of stock until late
December 2021.
Atorvastatin film
coated tablets are still available and
should be supplied via SSP if
appropriate, other options are available.
Chloral hydrate 143.3mg/5ml oral
solution continues to be out of stock with

the re-supply date now February 2022.
Varenicline (Champix ®) 0.5mg and 1mg
tablets. In June 2021, Pfizer, the sole
supplier, stopped the distribution of all
Champix 0.5mg and 1mg tablets due to
the presence of nitrosamine impurities
above Pfizer’s acceptable level of daily
intake in several lots.

There is no date for resupply and no
availability of varenicline products until
further notice. There are currently no
alternative suppliers of varenicline
tablets.
Full details of all national shortages
can be found on the SPS website.
Registration is required.

New and updated NICE guidance
Nice Guidance—updated
CG187:
Acute heart failure: diagnosis and management
NG191:
COVID-19 rapid guideline: managing COVID-19
NG143:
Fever in under 5s: assessment and initial
management
NG126:
Ectopic pregnancy and miscarriage: diagnosis
and initial management
NG203:
Chronic kidney disease: assessment and
management
NG28:
Type 2 diabetes in adults: management
NG188:
COVID-19 rapid guideline: managing the long-

term effects of COVID-19
Nice Guidance—new
NG205:
Looked-after children and young people
NG206:
Myalgic encephalomyelitis (or encephalopathy)/
chronic fatigue syndrome: diagnosis and management
NG207:
Inducing labour
NG208:
Heart valve disease presenting in adults:
investigation and management
NG209:
Tobacco: preventing uptake, promoting quitting
and treating dependence

UK product launches
®▼

bimekizumab (Bimzelx , UCB
Pharma) 160 mg solution for injection in
pre-filled pen/syringe. Indicated for the
treatment of moderate to severe plaque
psoriasis in adults who are candidates
for systemic therapy. High cost drug with
patient access scheme in place (simple
discount).

relugolix / estradiol / norethisterone
(Ryeqo®▼, Gedeon Richter)
40 mg/1 mg/0.5 mg film-coated tablets.
Indicated for treatment of moderate to
severe symptoms of uterine fibroids in
adult women of reproductive age.

tirbanibulin (Klisyri ®▼, Almirall Limited)
10 mg/g ointment. Indicated for the field
treatment of non-hyperkeratotic, nonhypertrophic actinic keratosis (Olsen
grade 1) of the face or scalp in adults.
Tirbanibulin is a microtubule disrupter
which induces cell cycle arrest and
apoptosis of proliferating cells.

Looking for something?
Our documents, reports, and other useful
publications are all published on our website
www.rdtc.nhs.uk

We need YOU!
We’re always on the lookout for reviewers to comment on our draft
publications. If you’d be interested email us and we’ll add you to our reviewers
list.

Drafts may be available on request

Specialise in a particular area?
We can tailor what we send you for review so that you only receive documents
relevant to you

THIS NEWSLETTER IS PRODUCED BY THE NHS FOR THE NHS:
NOT TO BE USED FOR COMMERCIAL PURPOSES
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